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HEADS UP  
     Welcome to the last issue of the year, once again, on time, more or less.  The year 2011 was a 
very busy one for the club.  We made the most of our opportunities and flew a ton.  Under the 
Cathedral of the Big Blue Sky, we were blessed with good flying weather most of the year.  We 
continue to enjoy very good relations with the good people at the N GA Turf Farm and St. 
Luke’s Presbyterian.  May it remain so in 2012.  We need to do everything we can to insure that 
it does. 
     Your editor continues to benefit from contributions from a large number of Thumbs.  Let’s 
endeavor to maintain this generosity in the future, too.  It certainly does help.  It really does.  
This issue is no exception.  We’ve contest reports, minutes, and photos from Dohrman, Bill, 
Howard, Barf, Gary, and Karl.  Thanks, y’all.   
     Two matters need your urgent attention.  One, it’s renewal time, and two, this issue carries the 
banquet flyer.  Deal with both in the affirmative at your earliest opportunity.  Dohrman is 
organizing the banquet again, and mark your calendars on January 28.  The restaurant is the same 
as last year, Le Petite Auberge, which was a big hit.  The food was great, and the room was 
everything we needed.  The restaurant is conveniently located in Toco Hills Shopping Center on 
North Druid Hills between Lavista and Clairmont. The banquet flyer follows with the menu 
choices and reply form.  Get that check and form back to Dohrman      
     This is it from me from here for now.  Time for me to get out of the way.  
 
RENEWAL TIME: DUES ARE DUE! 
     Yes, pilgrim, it’s that time again.  This club isn’t all about love, hugs, and good intentions. 
Once again you have to write a big check.  Diamond Don is waiting.  As this is the first call to 
re-up, I’ll keep it short and sweet.  Major nags are in the offing, however, so save yourself that 
grief and renew today.  A fresh membership forms follows.  So, complete it and mail it and that 
check to: Don Brown/477 Safari Cir./Stone Mountain, GA   30083.  You know who you are.     
 
A CALL TO ARMS 
     Dohrman has reserved a slew of indoor dates at St. Lukes and reprised last year’s dates at the 
N GA Turf Farm.  Note: no dates are sanctioned at this time, so treat them as tentative, although 
we don’t expect any of them to change.  CD’s need to step up and claim responsibility as 
Dohrman requires signatures for submittal to AMA.    

November  - December  2011 
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     Note we’ve selected the April indoor date as our Peach State Indoor Champs, CD-ed by yours 
truly.  Also, the banquet, Pensacola, USIC, and USOC dates are included for your knowledge 
and planning.   There’s plenty to do, so get to your labors, compadre.  .    
 
14 Jan. St Luke’s Indoor   1-6  
28 Jan.  TTOMA Annual Banquet, Le Petite Auberge 
18- 19 Feb. Wintercoupe Contest, Pensacola 
25 Feb.  St Luke’s Indoor   1-6  
17 March St Luke’s Indoor    1-6 
21 April Peach State Indoor Champs, St Luke’s   9-9  
29 April  April Fools, sod farm 
19 May  St Luke’s Indoor   9-5    
20 May  May Daze, sod farm 
23-27 May  USIC Nats, Johnson City, TN 
09-10 June Fiesta of Five Flags, Pensacola, FL 
16 June St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
23 June June FAC, sod farm 
24 June  June Bug Jamboree, sod farm 
15 July Peach State Champs, sod farm 
21 July St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
06-10 Aug. USOC Nats, Muncie, IN 
19 Aug. Pop Purdy’s Contest, sod farm 
25 Aug. St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
08 Sept. St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
22 Sept. Sept. FAC, sod farm 
23 Sept. Summer’s Swan Song, sod farm 
06-08 Oct. Gathering of Turkeys, Pensacola 
13 Oct. St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
21 Oct. Last Fling til Spring, sod farm 
04 Nov. Turkey Shoot, sod farm  
10 Nov.  St Luke’s Indoor   9-5 
08 Dec. St Luke’s Indoor   9-5  
 
THUMBS IN PRINT 
     The November issue of the NFFS digest features a dandy plan and commentary of Bill 
Gowen’s A-6, which was also selected for a NFFS Model of the Year award in the 2011 sympo.  
Well done, Bill.      
     I continue my series of articles in Free Flight Quarterly on the models of our august and 
departed OFB George Perryman.  The October issue has a fine article on his Coupes.  Frankly, 
I’m pleased with it, as it was a joy to write.  I probably cranked out the text in a couple of hours.  
Writing about George really isn’t much of a chore.  My memories of the man remain rich, a 
blessed gift, and I don’t think I’m alone here.   I think you’ll find the Coupe article a good read, 
as many of us are familiar with the models and when and where he flew them.   
     Another article is forthcoming on his Dawn Unlimited models, probably to be contained in 
the April issue.  The modest scrawling completed so far promises another good read.  Like its 
predecessors, the graphical record is rich in detail.  I suspect the international readership of FFQ 
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will find it fascinating.  You see, as near as this investigator can tell, the Dawn Unlimited class is 
unique to these shores.  Go figure.  It seems like a natural to me.  One single flight at dawn, 
mano e mano—who could resist?  Apparently the rest of the globe can, if my limited awareness 
is any indication.  Maybe George’s arcane obsession will inspire others. Stay tuned.     
     John Kagan’s column in the January issue of Model Aviation has a very nice write-up of 
TTOMA’s indoor activity and ample mention of the St. Luke’s flying site, along with a great 
photo.  Maybe we’ll get some out-of-towners at the PSIC and PSRT. 
     
2012 MODEL OF THE YEAR 
     We’ve elected to fly Earl Stahl scale models as the MOY in 2012, rather than a single design.  
Further, in order to encourage participation, we’ve secured approval from FAC GHQ to run this 
MOY for kanones under the following rules: 
 
1. Any Earl Stahl scale model is eligible, all dates OK. 
2. Rubber-power only, indoors or outdoors 
3. Models must be built per the original plans, but scaling up or down allowed, max wingspan 36 
in., projected.  .    
4. Provision for DT or blast tubes allowed, along SAM specs  
5. Gears up OK, per FAC specs  
6. Models will be flown as total of three flights or mass launch, CD’s choice, prior published 
notice required. 
7. Event is eligible for kanones if enough flyers enter, per GHQ FAC; club high points per usual. 
 
2012 EVENT OF THE YEAR 
     We decided to change the event of the year (EOY) from Embryo to Dime Scale.  This is an 
official FAC class, eligible for kanones, and possibly the easiest, rubber-powered, scale model to 
build and fly.  Plenty of indoor (single-surfaced) and outdoor designs await execution.  Also, 
many of these are old timers, and high points lie in wait here, too.  This is the best opportunity 
for Thumbs to get into the scale “bidness”, and we expect some good participation.  FAC 
members in the club are aware of the Dime Scale rules.  For the others, the new 2012-2013 rules 
follow, hot off the presses.     
 
MORE KANONES, PLEASE  
     Let’s not forget the FAC’s new Phantom Flash class.  I build one to replace Bob Baker’s old 
campaigner that went OOS on me last spring, and I flew mine indoors most of this year.  Karl 
says he has one under construction as I peck.  One or two more and we can fly it legitimately 
indoors and outdoors next year for kanones.   
     The design is a classic, penned by Comet’s redoubtable Joe Konefes before WW II, and 
guaranteed to fly as long you don’t do anything stupid or crazy.  The plan can be downloaded 
numerous places for free and built in a long evening, surely one weekend. 
     The FAC rules specify a plastic prop and it must be built per the plan, so you can’t get too 
creative.  Mine weighs a robust six grams and is still good for over one minute indoors.  (Bob’s 
did twice that, BTW.)  According to the rules, indoor flights must ROG, and outdoors you can 
hand launch.  Fine print aficionados will note there is no max flight time, too.  This could be fun.  
“Get tah yah whittlin’, y’all!”        
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HAIL TO THE CHIEF 
     We elected the 2012 officer slate during the November outdoor contest/meeting, per our by-
laws.  I should say we re-elected our officer slate because it offered nothing but the usual 
suspects.  They are: David Barfield, president; Jim Altenbern, veep; Don Brown, treasurer; and 
Karl Hube, secretary.   
     As is my custom, I asked the assembled throng if anybody wanted to be newsletter editor and 
was met with stone silence.  Therefore, I’ll shoulder the yoke again.  I think it’s been thirty or 
thirty-one years so duly honored—I’ll have to look it up.  Jeez, it seems like only thirty or thirty-
one years ago.  
 
WORD FROM MR. MCWHORTER            
     Mr. McWhorter dropped by to say hello during the Turkey Shoot.  We had a good visit with 
our benefactor.  He did mention that he wanted us to use the west (lower) gate next year.  Turns 
out, there was an issue with locking the gate after the October contest.  The RC guys downfield 
were the last ones on the field, and they locked the gate incorrectly.  The lock had to be cut off 
by his employees with bolt cutters bright and early Monday morning.  We explained what we 
knew of it, and he seemed OK with it.  He complimented us about our use of the field, and we 
gushed appreciation for his hospitability.   
     Anywho, the long and short of it was he likes us and has no worries about our behavior on the 
field.  Please, everyone, let’s keep it this way.  Personally, I don’t want to contemplate what our 
club would be like without the use of the N GA Turf Farm.  Let’s all shudder at the thought in 
unison. 
 
NEXT ISSUE          
    Look for something in February.  We’ll carry the full report on the annual banquet, as well as 
flyers for the Southeast Model Show in Perry in March and Peach State Indoor Champs in April.  
Please feel free to regal me with pictures, articles, commentary, rants, and ravings, as might be 
your wont.  Don’t make me work too hard!  Ciao, y’all! 
 
 

Campbell’s Custom Kits is a commercial friend 
of TTOMA 
            campbellcustomkits.com    
 

Tail Spin is a commercial friend of TTOMA 
                     tailspinaviation.com   
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October Indoor Contest Report 
 
     This was another indoor fun fly at St. Lukes and a few of us got together and flew some 
models.  We timed some official flights so we could get some high points.  Dohrman invited 
some of the Boy Scouts that meet at the church, and as usual, his grandfather skill set came in 
handy.  The scores follow: 
 
Limited Pennyplane   No Cal Scale 
Bill Gowen  8:24 David Mills    Lacey M-10 1:23 
David Mills  Comet Phantom Flash 0:52 
  Intermediate Stick 
Mini Stick  John Barker 3:52 
Nick Ray                3:01   
 

Last Fling Til Spring Contest Report 
 
     Due to continued distractions that work to stifle creativity I shall play the part of the “Anti-
Gary” in making this contest report. No flowery descriptions, just the facts.  It was.  It was a 
good flying day with some wind.  And now the results, David Barfield, CD, reporting. 
 
P-30   HLG   
Jim Altenbern      Airshark      327 David Mills     Dynamo Hum 194     
Karl Hube      Scorpion      323 Dohrman Crawford   Who Dat 171 
Bob Thoren     Pirate      318 
David Mills     Hammerhead      310  CLG 
  David Mills      220 
E-36   Bob Thoren      165   
Graham Selick 360 Dohrman Crawford      154  
Dohrman Crawford      55 Jim Altenbern 118 
  David Barfield      108 
Two Bit Plus One  
Al Pardue     F.A. Moth      284 Rubber Scale 
                                                                       David Mills Lacey M-10 (crash) 14      
Embryo          
Karl Hube     Voo Doo 305 Scat Jet 
  David Mills     Yak 15      44 
Hi-Climber MOY  
David Mills      219 OT Rubber 
David Barfield      147 David Barfield     Comet Dart 39 
Al Pardue      104   
 

Annual TTOMA Turkey Shoot a Success 
 
     Under brilliant topaz blue skies with a dazzling display of ever-changing cirrus clouds, the 
third annual TTOMA Turkey Shoot was held at the sod farm on November 6.  The day began 
with wind in the “maybe” range and the air temperature in the “three-layers” of clothes range.  
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As the day progressed, the winds died down; thermals became light and abundant; the drift was 
safely down the field; and it was T-shirt time by eleven. 
     Seven TTOMA stalwarts did battle all day.  The Target Time event saw unlimited flights with 
the 39 second target within range of all of the contestant’s chosen models.  Bob Thoren, David 
Mills, and Dohrman Crawford ended in a tie at 38 seconds.  There was a mass flyoff, with the 
target time of 39 seconds as the goal.  Dohrman Crawford flew the closest to the target with a 
TLG and copped the $25 Publix gift certificate. 
     In the MOY mass launch it was Mills versus Barfield in a battle of the Senator design.  Mills 
took first place and a gift certificate with an easy 120 second max.  Barfield’s flight was a 
credible 65 seconds for second place. 
     In the Rubber Scale mass launch, there were four Thumbers vying for groceries.  It was Mills’ 
Lacey in first, Hube’s Dime Scale Bristol Brownie in second, Barf’s Zero in third, and Howard 
Klemmetsen’s peanut Zero ditching on the Bermuda grass in fourth. 
     Mills showed that he was seriously shooting for the Thanksgiving table when he took a third 
$25 gift certificate with an Embryo mass launch win over Barf and Dohrm.  
     The Catapult Glider tourney was interesting to say the least.  It was flown in a double 
elimination format—two losses and the flyer was eliminated.  All seven in attendance flew in the 
tourney.  Names were drawn for seeding into the first matches.  It took twelve matches to 
determine a winner with Barf going all the way through the loser’s bracket with only one loss, 
knocking outcall of the other contenders until he fought his way back into the finals with Mills 
who went through the winner’s bracket without a loss.  Barf would have to defeat Mills twice to 
win.  It was not to be as Mills vanquished Barf on the first flight by a scant few seconds.  Chalk 
up Mills’ fourth prize of the day.  
     Longest D/T time to the ground was won by Barfield with his Senator with 15 seconds.    In 
the “Fly the Coop”, longest OOS flight, nobody could catch a thermal with an old beat up model 
and fly off the field.  Bob Thoren tried ten times with an Old Time rubber model and a Thermal 
Piglet.  Dohrm tried to catch a nice light thermal with a Hangar Rat, but the air spit the model out 
and down by the sod farm office.  Bob Thoren was awarded the certificate more on effort than 
result, although Bob probably got closest to the main gate than anyone.  Bob also won the 
closing drawing for the last $25 gift certificate.  
     It was a great flying day filled with models of all colors fluorescing against a mile high sky.  
There was a lot of flying activity all day, lots of friendly competition, some smart tactical flying, 
great camaraderie, and many plans to attend the Turkey Shoot next year.  If you missed it this 
year, you might want to reserve the first Sunday in November next year for your chance at fame, 
glory, and a big, fat turkey for the Thanksgiving table.  Be ready to fly and have a ton of fun.  I’ll 
be seeing you downwind. 
 
High Points: David Mills-21; Dohrman Crawford-16; David Barfield-15.5; Bob Thoren-10.5; 
Karl Hube-8; Howard Klemmetsen-6; Bill Gowen-5 
 
Gary Baughman, TTOMA Turkey Shoot CD 
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TURKEY SHOOT SCENES 
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     Our honored guests, the Richmonds.  For those living under rocks, Jim is a five (?) time world 
champion.  FYI, Jim’s Easy B weighs all of 1/3 gram! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       2012 TTOMA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
  
Name_________________________________________________ AMA #___________  
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
State and Zip Code_______________________________________________________ 
 
Other Family Members and AMA #_________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone____________________________ E-Mail____________________________ 
 
$20.00/yr. adults, plus $1.00/yr. for all juniors and for additional family members in same 
household.  Send check, payable to TTOMA, to Don Brown/477 Safari Cir./Stone Mountain, GA   
30083/404-292-0379.  $25.00/yr. after 2/15/2012.  AMA membership required!   
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OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES 
 
     President David Barfield called the October meeting to order at 12:30 pm.  The meeting was 
held during the regularly scheduled flying session on October 23 at the North Georgia Turf Farm 
with ten members present. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
     Don Brown reported that the balance on hand at the beginning of the reporting period, 
September 23, was $X,XXX.XX.  The deposit from the two-day September contest was $160.00, 
and an additional $20 came from the dues of a new member.  With a total deposit sum of 
$180.00, the balance on hand at the end of the reporting period, October 20, was $X,XXX.XX.  
Jim Altenbern made a motion to accept the report as presented and Al Pardue gave a second.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
     David Mills made a motion to accept the minutes from the September meeting as published in 
the TTOMA newsletter.  Jim Altenbern seconded the motion and the membership voted 
unanimously to support the motion. 
 
Old Business 
     Jim Altenbern asked if the TTOMA contribution check to the NFFS Scholarship Fund had 
been accounted for by the NFFS staff.  At this point, the check has not been located and a 
replacement check will be issued.  David Mills volunteered to check with NFFS. 
     David Barfield reported that FAC Headquarters has given an OK for kanones to be earned 
when flying the club 2012 Stahl model of the year event. 
 
New Business 
     David Mills recommended that Dime Scale be made the club Event of the Year (EOY).  
Howard seconded the motion and the motion was approved. 
     David Mills reminded everyone that a slate of officers for next year needs to be before the 
group for vote at the November meeting.  All the current officers agreed to stay on in 2012. 
     David Mills reported that a Category I indoor record trials will be scheduled for November 19 
at the gymnasium of St Luke’s Presbyterian Church.  Time keepers will be needed to support this 
effort, and it is expected that this event will draw some out-of-town interest. 
     The subject of the next banquet was discussed, and everyone was in favor of returning to the 
Petit Auberge location used last year.  Dohrman Crawford will contact the restaurant with the 
objective of setting a date for the last Saturday in January. 
     Dohrman Crawford stated that he indoor flying schedule for the coming winter will be set as 
soon as a list of Contest Directors is available to manage the effort. 
     Don Brown suggested that since the club financial situation is so good that we might reduce 
dues.  No action was taken on this point as most of those present felt that retaining the $20 
annual fee helped give the club options for activities that come up.  Bob Thoren suggested that 
more cash prizes be offered in the coming 2012 season.  These subjects will be discussed again. 
     Dohrman Crawford made a motion to contribute $400 to the funds to be used for travel for 
Nick Ray who is a member of the US Indoor Team scheduled to fly in the World Championships 
in Serbia next year.  Graham Selick seconded the motion, and the members voted to support the 
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idea.  Meanwhile, David Mills will talk to Nick to see how funds are accumulated to support the 
team travel.  When that fact is known, a final decision will be made about the contribution. 
     Bob Thoren announced that the annual Winter Coupe contest in Pensacola is scheduled for 
February 18 and 19, 2012.  The Huntsville Model Airplane Club has sponsored the contest for 
many years, but only two members of the Huntsville MAC are still active.  Consequently, the 
Pensacola Free Flight Team has agreed to continue the contest. 
 
     Dohrman Crawford made a motion to adjourn the meeting as there was no further business to 
transact.  Graham Selick gave a second and the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 pm.  Respectfully 
submitted by Karl Hube, secretary.  
 
 
                                  NOVEMBER MEETING MINUTES  
 
     The November meeting of the TTOMA was held on November 6 during the Turkey Shoot 
Contest of outdoor flying at the North Georgia Turf Farm.  Seven members were in attendance 
and the meeting convened at 12:00 noon. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
     Don Brown’s financial data showed that the beginning balance on October 20, 2011 was 
$X,XXX.XX.  During the reporting period, there was one deposit for $30.00 generated by fees 
from the October indoor fun fly.  No expenses were incurred, and the closing balance was 
$X,XXX.XX.  David Mills made a motion to accept the report as presented and the vote was 
unanimous. 
 
Secretary’s Report  
     David Mills made a motion that the minutes from the October meeting as published in the 
newsletter be accepted.  No comments or changes were requested and the vote of support was 
unanimous. 
 
Old Business  
     During the October meeting, all the current officers volunteered to stay on to serve in 2012.  
There was no objection to the offer and the current officers were then put on the 2012 election 
slate.  Candidates were President ~ David barfield, Vice President ~ Jim Altenbern, Treasurer ~ 
Don Brown, and Secretary ~ Karl Hube.  The member vote was unanimous for the slate and all 
officers will remain in office for 2012. 
     David Barfield reminded everyone about renewing their memberships for next year and that 
the winter banquet was coming up in late January.  David Mills mentioned the banquet flyer with 
RSVP form would be appearing in the last newsletter of the year around Christmas.   
 
     There being no additional business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 pm.  
Respectfully submitted by Karl Hube, secretary. 
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